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GCHS Annual General Meeting: Next meeting will be held at the Chart House in
Maitland on March 12, 2026 at 7 pm.  We will go over the achievements over the past
year for our society and refreshments will be served after the meeting.

Christmas Lunch 

Our Christmas lunch for GCHS board members was held this year at O’Heaphy’s
Restaurant Prescott on Dec. 18th and we enjoyed a delicious lunch and good
conversation.  

New Publication
Fraser Laschinger held a Book Launch of his recently
published book Whisky and Beer - The Spirit of Prescott, at
the home of Nancy Casselman on King Street in Prescott. 
The house was built by J.P. Wiser, the whisky baron, for his
son, Isaac, and it seemed a fitting place to launch the book. 
The bottle of Red Letter Whisky donated to the society in
2008 on the 150th anniversary of Wiser’s Distillery was on
display. GCHS erected a plaque on the waterfront in
Centennial Park where the distillery stood to commemorate
the 150th Anniversary of the Wiser’s Distillery and the Wiser
connection to Prescott for so many years. The book covers
the many breweries and distilleries that conducted their

businesses in Prescott. It tells of their locations and  the years that they operated in
Prescott. Many primary sources were used in the research for this book and you will see
many familiar names connected with the town.  It’s a good read and available for $25 at
the archives in Prescott.  If you need the book sent to you, with the extra charge for
postage in Canada the book will cost $31.18 and  in the United States $33.82. 

Former Employee Dies
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Students from South Grenville District
High School visited the archives in

November. 

Cheryl McMullen: I’m sure some of you will remember Cheryl, a former volunteer and
employee of ours when we had our headquarters and archives at Homewood Museum.
Cheryl worked first in the main building, then with her family helped with our move to
the annex, the house attached to the main building.  This was back when we were able
to keep the archives open during the week and Cheryl was there to help visitors with
whatever they needed and attend to the daily work of the society.  She left us to work
at the Brockville Museum and took on other positions over the years.  Cheryl passed
away on Nov. 8, 2025 at the age of 68. She had been a valuable member of our team for
several years. 

High School Program

In November, John Wilson and his assistant crew of
Jane Ramsay, Lynne Chagnon, and Kadence Chagnon,
worked with South Grenville District High School
students learning about the Grand Trunk Railroad and
why the building here was declared an historic site.
They explored how the building was used in the past
and how it is used today. SGDHS teachers Tim East
and Jackie Henry brought about 40 students down to
our archvies on November 20th with groups of students
examining and learning about artifacts connected to our
building, the former Grand Trunk/CN Railway Station.
Later in December, we also had a visit from students in
Smith’s Falls Collegiate and they were looking into the Smades family using newspaper
and our collection to research their topic. John Wilson and Jane Ramsay worked tih
students this time.

Scissor telephone

Our telegraph operator, Oscar, at our archives, the site of
the old Grand Trunk/CN railway station now has a
scissor telephone, which may have at one time been used
in Prescott, but more research is needed to confirm this.
The telephone, in excellent condition, was purchased at
an antique shop in Long Sault and was the type used by
employees in train stations in the early1900s.

Brockville & Area Sports Hall of Fame Inductees in
Previous Years
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Two athletes inducted into the Hall of Fame at the
Memorial Centre in Brockville on the same night are
brothers-in-law, as Leo Boivin married Chick Kirkby’s
sister, Patsy. Leo is shown on the left and Chick on
the right in this photo from the Recorder and Times.
Both were noted athletes in the area.

LEO BOIVIN

Inducted into the Brockville and Area Sorts Hall of Fame, Professional Category June 11,
1993.

Leo’s hockey career began on the ice of the St. Lawrence River in his home town of
Prescott.  From stick boy to Junior “B” player, from the Inkerman Rockets to the Boston
Bruins, Leo’s bruising style of defensive hockey became his trademark. His N.H.L. 
career spanned 19 years from 1951 to 1970 with stops in Toronto, Boston, Detroit,
Pittsburgh and Minnesota. After an All-Star career Leo was inducted into the N.H.L
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1986.

The arena in Prescott was name the Leo Boivin Community Centre in honour of Leo’s
long career and the work he did to support the young hockey players in Prescott and
area.

CHARLES “CHICK” KIRKBY

Whether on the diamond or in the rink, Chick Kirkby was one of Prescott’s legendary
athletes during the golden age of sports in The Fort Town in the 1940's.  Chick captained
the Prescott Junior Hockey Club which won the Citizenship Shield in 1945, the only
Prescott hockey team to accomplish that feat.

For almost 50 years Chick has been a fixture on the Prescott and Area sports scene as
a player, manager, coach, grounds keeper, organizer, ticket taker, fund raiser and all-
around devotee of amateur sports.  In 1990 the Town of Prescott officially opened the
Chick Kirkby Little League Diamond in his honour recognizing his outstanding
contribution to amateur sports

Jessup’s Lasting Legacy
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Did you know that of the early houses built by Edward Jessup,

founder of Prescott, on the land in Augusta Township granted him by

the Crown for his loyalty during the American Revolution, only the

Stockade Barracks on East Street still stands?  It is believed that he

built that house in 1810 shortly after his wife, Abigail Dibble died in

1809, to be his retirement home. The war between Britain and the

United States that broke out two years later resulted in the

government confiscating his farm to build Fort Wellington.  His

original farm house, a log cabin, was demolished to make way for the

fort and his new house to house the soldiers.  It is not known where

Edward lived for the last two years of his life after 1813, but it may have been the house he had built in

1890 on what became Water Street  for his farm manager.  That house survived until the 1970s when it

was demolished for a seniors’ apartment.  No one gave it a second thought at the time that it was the oldest

surviving Jessup house in Prescott.

Nelsonville The Prescott Telegraph Weekly June 11, 1879

District News
From our Special Correspondents,
Nelsonville

Mr. Editor,- Perhaps your readers are not aware that there is four miles north of Prescott
a stirling little village called Nelsonville. We can boast of one store, two carriage shops,
one blacksmith shop, a shoemaker’s shop and a butcher shop.  We have also a
flourishing lodge of Good Templars, presided over by the Rev. L. A. Betts. The same
gentleman holds services here every Sabbath at three o’clock, and there is a flourishing
Sabbath School. Besides there are some fine private dwellings, and the usual number of
loafers who hang about the corners and shops.

Thanks to the kindness of Mr. Dowsley, your postmaster, we have the Nelsonville mail,
which is received every Saturday.  Sometimes we get our letters and papers from the
village blacksmith’s drawer, from among the greasy bolts; sometimes we get them at the
carriage shop and sometimes at the village store.  But we are living in hopes that the great
N.P. which is to make us all prosperous and happy, will give us mail twice a week and
a postmaster to take care of it. The Reformers of this vicinity feel highly elated over the
result of the Provincial elections.

Our village Smith’s wife has presented her lord and master with a son, and William is the
happiest man in the country.

Nelsonville was the early name for Domville.
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Rev. E. J. Carson, B. A., B. D.

Egbert John Carson was born in Charleville, Jan. 13, 1879. He was favoured with godly
parents, and a model Christian home. At the age of 11 years, during the pastorate of Rev.
G. S. White, he united with the church.

Leaving public school at twelve years of age, he attended Prescott High School, then
Ottawa Collegiate. In both he was noted for his studious habits, his more than average
ability, and his manliness of character. He won many medals for his work, including the
medal given by the Governor- General for his proficiency in Latin and Greek. At the
closing of the Institute, he gave the valedictory address in Latin, which was regarded as
of such excellence that Dr. Thoborn, former principal, requested a copy.

After leaving Ottawa, he attended Victoria University, Toronto, winning high honours in
political science and graduating with first class honours, and the silver medal. From
Toronto, he proceeded to Winnipeg, and entered a law firm for the purpose of fitting
himself for the legal profession.  Meanwhile the conviction that he ought to preach the
gospel was taking a strong hold on his heart. One night, unable to sleep because of the
struggle going on within himself, he arose, made his way to the bridge that spanned the
Red River, and heard these words: “Whoso hath this worlds goods, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him. How dwelleth the love
of God in him?” Then kneeling in the silent midnight hour, he consecrated himself to the
Christian ministry and the foreign field.

He immediately entered Wesley College for the study of theology, and was appointed by
the Missionary Board to work in West China.  Having married Miss Florence Dunfield,
also a student of Wesley, on the eve of their departure for Chengtu in November 1906,
they were tendered a reception by the professors and students and an address with a
purse of $60 in gold.

His career in China was one of brilliant achievements, his rapid acquistion of the
language, together with his splendid abilities, secured for him prominent positions in the
university middle school, and theological school in Chengtu.  He was given the
responsible position of secretary and registrar for the Educational Union of West China.

In January before his death he was chosen to supervise the evangelistic work in
Chungking and adjoining vicinity, after much prayer and voting by ballot.  Letters from
him following this new appointment tell of his travels in the country, his cordial reception
by the people, and his preaching among them.

On June 14, 1910 he died in Chungking of typhus fever.  On June 26, a fitting memorial
service was held in the church of his childhood, with a very large audience gathered to
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pay him tribute.  Rev. Dr. Service, a co-worker of Mr. Carson in West China, was
present, and paid a glowing tribute to his deep religiousness, his untiring energy, his sound
judgement, his keen perception, and other qualities that fitted him for that work to which
he had given his life.

He was survived by his wife, and two sons, Egbert and Marvin.

- from a longer account in the Guardian, written by Rev. Joseph Pinel.  

Sgt. John Carson was stationed at Fort Wellington in 1839/40, and then settled in
Augusta in 1845.  Egbert was the grandson of Sgt. John Carson and this article was
submitted by Barbara Carson Jardine, Egbert’s granddaughter, November, 2025. 

Merry Chistmas to all and enjoy time with family
and friends during the festive season.

TIME TO RENEW 
Memberships run through the current year, so it’s that time again if you are an annual
member. We do appreciate appreciate your support for the work we do preserving the
history of Grenville County. 

Membership

Annual Membership: $20.00
Life Membership: $200

You may etransfer funds to gchs@truespeed.ca or make checks payable to Grenville
County Historical Society Inc. and forward them to: 

Lynne Chagnon, 
Membership Chair,
GCHS,
500 Railway Ave., Box 982
Prescott, ON
K0E 1T0

Editor: Bonnie Gaylord
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