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Visit local Museums and Historical Attractions This Summer 

GCHS Archives - Our summer student, Ethan Smith, is back this year manning our
archives, and he is available to help you with your research needs.  He starts July 30th

and will be here till the end of August Monday to Friday 10am to 4 pm.
Prescott Museum and Visitor Centre Open Wednesday to Saturday 11 am to 5 pm
Fort Wellington The Visitor Centre will be closed for the summer for cleaning and 
repairs due to a small fire this spring.The exhibits and gift shop will be closed, but
this summer the fort and washrooms will remain open. July 1 to September 1 Daily
10 to 5;  September 4 to October 13 Thursday to Monday 10 am to 5 pm.
Battle of the Windmill site June, Saturday and Sunday,10:00 am to 5:00 pm
July and August, Thursday to Monday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Spencerville Mill & Museum 10 to 4 daily, July and August and by appointment in
June, September and October.

Daniel McKenzie at Blue Church Cemetery
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As was reported in a recent edition of

the South Grenville Beacon, the Blue

Church Cemetery suffered damage

from a fallen tree several weeks ago.

Since then, it was discovered that the

only severely damaged monument was

the stone in memory of Daniel

McKenzie, the old North West

Company trader, who had a

controversial relationship with the

trading company.

The monument itself has an interesting

history that involved no less a person

than the Prime Minister of Canada,

William Lyon Mackenzie King, back in

1923. At that time F.J. French, the

president of our predecessor

organization, the Grenville Pioneer and

Historical Society, was seeking federal

funds to renovate the Daniel McKenzie

tombstone with a bronze plaque.

French wished to highlight what he

thought was Daniel’s role in the

discovery, by Sir Alexander

Mackenzie, of the Mackenzie River

route to the Arctic Ocean in 1789.

Despite his entreaties to the prime

minister, who carried the Mackenzie

name himself, French was turned

down. He instead used the existing

McKenzie tablet marking his burial

spot in the Blue Church Cemetery and

inscribed on the reverse side wording

including “Sir Alexander Mackenzie

One of the Makers of Canada…Also

relatives Roderick and Daniel

Mackenzie cousins: who were with him

at discovery of Mackenzie River in

1789.”

The biography of Sir Alexander

Mackenzie, written by George Bryce

and published in the series of

biographies of prominent Canadians,

The Makers of Canada, in 1906,

described the famous exploration led

by Alexander Mackenzie and included

all the names of his team. They did not

include either Roderick or Daniel but

mentioned that Roderick McKenzie, a

cousin, at that time was in charge of the

trading post at Fort Chipewyan, from

whence the voyage began. French

would have had access to this

biography, indicated by his use of the

phrase “Makers of Canada”, but

persisted in his belief that Daniel

McKenzie should share honours in the

discovery that had earned Alexander

Mackenzie world-wide fame. That the

stone has been struck off its base and

obliterated is yet another twist in the

story of Daniel McKenzie. 

Now that the debris of the fallen tree

has been removed, it is clear that the

giant tree fell in such a way as to avoid

hitting any other stones apart from one

granite marker that was knocked off its

base. It can be easily restored. What
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Ojibway Indian shooting the rapids (Digital Art
by Frederick Arthur Verner, Mayberry Fine

Art)

 “Ontario: 1817
110 feet by 24 feet

240 tons gross, 21 hp.
Was this the paddlewheeler “Ontario” that

shot the Longue Sault Rapids?

will be done to replace the Daniel

McKenzie stone is unknown at this

time. One supposes there is insurance

to replace it. Whether it will replicate

the entire stone is to be determined.

Fraser Laschinger, May 2025

Early Mapping of the Longue Sault

Rapids

Handwritten note by Willis Wilson

recounting the mapping of the water

route through the Longue Sault Rapids.

The story was related to him by his

father John “Jack” Wilson. It recounts

the engineering method used by the

Aboriginals to map out a successful

channel through the Longue Sault

Rapids. 

“The first large ship to go down the

rapids was built at Niagara in 1840,

called the “Ontario”. It was purchased

by a Montreal firm to be used as a mail

boat between Montreal and Quebec. A

boat that large had never gone down

the Longue Sault rapids. Only large

canoes had gone.                                   

     

So the firm hired two old Indian pilots,

Old Jack and Old Pete, to take the boat

down and promised each $1,000 if it

was got down safe. The Indians built

crib work 40ft square and put pine

floats every 10ft. Then they put timbers

straight down for 10ft every foot and

fastened them below the bottom of the

crib. Then they put Indians in the trees

all the way down the rapids and some

at the foot of the rapids. When every

thing was ready the crib was towed out

to the head of the rapids by some

Indians in canoes and let go. It was

watched by those Indians in the trees

all the way down and what course it

took. When it arrived at the foot of the

rapids it was turned over by those

Indians waiting for it and they found

that those timbers below the crib were
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GCHS President Jane Ramsay and 
Treasurer Dave Robertson sign grant

agreement with Library and Archives Canada.

not damaged at all. The boat was then

brought down to the head of the rapids

and all the Indians boarded it, each one

piloted the boat in the channel he saw

the crib taking when it went by where

he was and in that way they got it to the

foot of the rapids. The engineer was the

only white person on board and he

received a $1,000 too. 

I remember my father telling about the

sidewheel mail boats going down the

rapids and rolling barrels from side to

side to keep them on even keel and old

Indians coming out to pilot through

rapids.”

This was a handwritten note byWillis

Wilson 1886-1983 from the Wilson

Family Archives, Maitland, ON.

Submitted by John Wilson, May 2025.

Ed. note:There was an account of this

event written by G. W. Brown in 1905

in the book, The St. Lawrence.

GCHS Wins $50,000 

Heritage Grant

GCHS President Jane Ramsay and

Treasurer Dave Robertson sign grant

agreement with Library and Archives

Canada.

The Grenville County Historical

Society has won a prestigious grant

from Library and Archives Canada

worth nearly 50 thousand dollars.

The federal funding is designated to

support a project that will preserve an

important part of the county’s history –

a treasure trove of newspapers dating

back to 1900. “The newspapers,

including the Prescott Journal, are a

window to the past and remind us of

everyday life here for the early English,

French and indigenous communities”,

said GCHS President Jane Ramsay. 

This project has been made possible, in

part, by Library and Archives Canada’s

Documentary Heritage Communities

Program. 

The project is ambitious. It calls for

digitization of very old newspapers and

storing them on a new website that will

be future proofed by continuously

updating to new forms of media

technology as they evolve. The new

GCHS website will be searchable and

accessible by everyone. 
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“It’s really important that this work is

going ahead. The GCHS recognizes the

need to preserve the old papers now

because some are more than a hundred

years old and are crumbling”, said

Fraser Laschinger, past President of the

GCHS.

The actual total of the grant is $48,933

and covers digitization of the papers by

partner company Image Advantage of

Mallorytown and web site construction

and stewarding by the not-for-profit

Our Digital World, based in Toronto.

This grant will cover costs for about

half of the newspaper collection owned

by the GCHS. Applications for funding

more work will follow next year.   

A launch of the new Grenville County

Historical web site is expected to be

announced in the Fall of this year. 

David Graham, June 2025 

New Members

We welcome new members Aleida

Albers, a frequent visitor at our

archives, who is getting to know our

collection very well.  Also we had a

visit from Andy Orr on Tuesday who

came to do research on his Orr family

and he decided to become a member as

well. We’re glad to have you as

members and hope you will be able to

find information on your families.

Brockville & Area Sports Hall of

Fame, Local Boys Inductees

Whit Prophet,

originally from

Prescott, was

inducted into the

Brockville &

Area Sports Hall

of Fame at the

Awards Banquet

on June 13, 2025 at the  Brockville

Memorial Civic Centre. Whit was

awarded this honour for his high school

coaching in a variety of sports over the

years and for his dedication to the

Brockville Braves for decades, taking

on many different jobs with them. He is

a Director of Broadcasting, responsible

for videos of Central Canada Hockey

League broadcasts, including video

highlights, with recaps of the

Brockville Braves league games on the

Hometown TV12 Sports website.   

K e v i n

M a c D o n a l d ,

another Hall of

Fame inductee,

b o r n  i n

P r e s c o t t ,

dropped out of

university after

a year at St, Thomas University, to

pursue his passion for hockey. He

played defenseman from 1982 to 1998
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with four seasons in the Ontario

Hockey League. He played in seven

leagues over the course of his career, 

the Ontario Hockey League (OHL),

International Hockey League (IHL),

American Hockey League (AHL), and

the East Coast Hockey League (ECHL)

where he proved to be a tough

defenseman. Kevin started out with the

Brockville Braves, playing on teams in

Canada and the United States -

Belleville, Sudbury, Peterborough,

Muskegon, New Haven, Phoenix, Fort

Wayne, Ottawa, PEI, Chicago,

Hershey, and Baton Rouge.  In Ottawa

he played one NHL game for the

Senators. After his hockey career

ended, he was head coach of the

Bakersfield Condors in the WCHL

from 1998 to 2001.  

Congratulations to both of these new

inductees.

Prescott Legion Reaches a Milestone

Branch 97, Prescott Legion celebrated

their 98th anniversary on May 24th. 

Michael Barrett, MPP Steve Clarke,

and Mayor Gauri Shankar were on

hand to help them celebrate this

auspicious occasion. Barrett told of the

contributions made by the soldiers over

the years and the sacrifices many of the

soldiers made. Clarke brought

congratulations from the province of

Ontario and Shankar from the town of

Prescott.  The volunteers at the legion

have continued to help veterans in any

way they can, making life easier for

them since its inception. Their group

has been a large part of the Prescott

area, running many programs that have

benefitted the community as well.

Congratulations to the Prescott Legion

for their 98 years of volunteering for

our veterans and for our community.

Renewal of Memberships 

Annual Membership: $20.00             

Life Membership: $200

You may etransfer funds to

gchs@truespeed.ca or make checks

payable to Grenville County Historical

Society Inc. and forward them to: 

Lynn Chagnon, 

GCHS Membership Chair, 

500 Railway Ave., Box 982,

Prescott, ON, 

K0E 1T0

Editor: Bonnie Gaylord
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