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Plaque Unveiling: Come and learn the story of Prescott Junction, the small railroad
community of Prescott Junction located in Edwardsburgh - Cardinal Township and on the
outskirts of Prescott. Many of you will remember the subway crossing that crossed to
accommodate rail traffic for the Prescott and Bytown Railroad. GCHS will have the unveiling
of the plaque on September 20. 2025 at 2 pm. The unveiling will take place at the eastern end
of the the Heritage Trail in Prescott with refreshments afterwards at the Rotary Pavillion near
the Marina.

Upcoming EventsAnnual Dinner will be held thisyear at the Renegadz Restaurant, 178 King
Street West, Prescott on Wednesday, Oct. 15th. Check our Facebook page or our webpage for
the menu and tickets can be purchased at our archives or contact us at 613 925-0489 closer to
the event. Social Gathering at 5:30 and Dinner at 6 pm. John Wilson has a power point
presentation showing the old photographs he digitized from our collection of slides and glass
plate negativesthat weretaken by Prescott and area photographers. John hopesyou will be able
to identify some of the locations and individuals in these photos.

Student Award SGDH

At the Annual Commencement at South
Grenville District High School in June,
Ethan Smith was presented the $1000
GCHS Goldie Connell Bursary. Ethan
worked for us this summer, manning our
archives and helping researchers.
Congratulations Ethan and all the best in
your studies at Algonquin College in
Ottawa. The bursary was named in
honour of Goldie Connell, a GCHS
volunteer who spent her life collecting
and sharing the history of the area.



https://shorturl.at/gixAO
http://www.grenvillecountyarchives.ca

Donation

John and Sarah Hood, children of Ruth
Noreen Mallory Hood, recently visited our
archives and donated a graduate project on
architectural research in Eastern Ontario
that their mother did for the Ontario
College of Art in the mid 1950s. Included
in the project were houses of note in
Maitland and Prescott, including
photographs of houses and notes on
furnishings with photosaswell. Thisis not
afinal copy of her work, so many notes are
handwritten and not all the photos are
labelled. We are very fortunate that Sarah
saw the value of these papers and called to
see if we would be interested in adding
them to our collection. Sarah, fromToronto
and John, from Brockville, spent the
afternoon at the archives on June 29" and
we had a great visit. Some of the buildings
mentioned in the project were Maitland
Tower, some of the homes demolished
when the CIL, later Dupont, made way for
the new plant to be built eg. W. H.
Comstock farm, Wallace Wright home, a
home built by the Murdock family. Also
included were St. James Church of England
in Maitland, Maplehurst, Steven's Farm,
Websters, Sprucelawn, and Burnside.
Thank you Sarah and John for thisdonation
to our archives.

The Indigenous Peoples of Grenville
County

On September 22", 2012, the Grenville
County Historical Society erected a
plaque commemorating the Maynard-
McKeown archeological site and its
contributions to our understanding of
local history, and of the indigenous
peoples who lived on this land before us.

The Maynard-McKeown site is an
unearthed village that was once inhabited
by the St. Lawrence Haudenosaunee.
They were avast group that reached from
the mouth of L ake Ontario to Quebec City
al across the river. In the late 16"-
century, they disappeared, and while the
reason is unknown, the traditional theory
Is that they were eradicated due to a
combination of war with the Mohawk
nation of the Haudenosaunee L eague and
diseaseintroduced by European explorers.

Maynard-McK eown Plaque erected in 207?

In addition to the Maynard-McKeown
site, there is the also the Roebuck site.
Thesite hasallowed usto seeagreat deal
about the culture of the local indigenous
people, from the large amounts of pottery
and art and children’ stoysthat have been
collected, to the palisades, and weapons,
and armour. It is believed they made
masks of both human and animal facesfor
usein some of their religious ceremonies.
This site also provides evidence that the
St. Lawrence Haudenosaunee made
instruments such as whistles and rattles,
both for recreation and use in various
ceremonies



For the local St. Lawrence
Haudenosaunee, the river was a vital
means of travel, a provider of many
resources depended on for survival, and
home to a rich history which was
embedded in their story telling. One such
story says that the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy, Huron Confederacy, andthe
St. Lawrence Haudenosaunee all used to
be part of one large confederacy, beforea
shooting star destroyed a village on the
banks of the river, which caused the
confederacy to break down, creating the
three groups we know today. Many
aspects of their culture still heavily
impact us today. For example, the
language of the St. Lawrence
Haudenosauneeiswhere we get the name
Canada. Whilethe origin of thenameisa
somewhat debated topic, modern
consensus believes that the word Canada
isderived fromthelocal wordfor village.

While they are not with us today, their
impact is still felt and was influential in
shaping the Grenville area, and the nation
asawhole, asit is today. To quote Skip
Ross, an Algonquin elder who spoke at
the unveiling of the Maynard-McKeown
plaque “Remembering the St. Lawrence
Iroquois who lived here centuries ago

connects the present generation to the
past, with a shared responsibility to care
for the Earth and itslifeblood, the river.”

Ethan Smith, August 2025.

Ethan is descended from the Ojibway who
lived north and south of here. He enjoyed
learning more about the tribes that lived in
this area.

Rail Enthusiasts
Restoring Steam Train

Grenville County resident (Kemptville)
Craig Stevenson is on a historical mission.
Craig is Vice President of Friends of GTR
1008. That's Grand Trunk Railroad 1008, a
steam locomotive with baggage and coach
cars and a representation of the golden age
of railway in Ontario. Craig and histeam of
adozenvolunteersarerefurbishingthetrain
and telling the story of a remarkable
heritage.

GrandTrunk Railroad 1008 |ocomotive and
adjoining carsin Cryser Park, near Morrisburg,
Ontario

"I just love the train", says Mr. Stevenson.
"I have a picture of myself asalad with my
Aunt on the train in 1976. Great memories
of playing there. That's one connection of
many to a landmark that is full of stories
about the region and the seaway."



The Train is located along Highway 2 in
the Crysler Farm Battlefield Park, near
Morrisburg. It stands next to the old
Aultsville Rail Station, which was saved
from destruction in the creation of the St.
Lawrence Seaway in the early 1950s. The
station wasmoved from itsfoundationto its
present location, which is the one of the
few remaining portions of the original
Grand Trunk Railroad (now CNR) line.
The station was built in 1889 and contains
a ticket office and a fully functioning
telegraph operator's bay.

Craig Stevenson and the Friends of GTR
1008 got their start in 2019, convinced that
people were and are hungry for history and
heritage. Stage one of their goal isto finish
therestoration and exterior protection of the
locomotive. Stage two is refurbishment of
the coach cars roofs and bodies.

Public reaction to the project has been
positive. "We receive some donations and
are in the process of reaching charitable
status", says Mr. Stevenson. "What we also
really like is people showing up at the site
who want to paint or swing a hammer."

Volunteers are attracted to the heritage.

GTR 1008 is shown before being transferred to
Crysler Park, near Morrisburg, Ontario.

GTR 1008 was built in 1910 by the
Canadian Locomotive Company in
Kingston. It served the province for
decades until it derailed and flipped on the
streets of Hamilton in 1953. The giant
steam engine was repaired and returned to
service until the CNR donated it to the
Crysler Park, which was created in 1957 to
commemorate areaslost in the expansion of
the St. Lawrence Seaway. The massive
changes led to the submerging of
indigenous lands and several villages,
including Aultsville.

Aultsville Train Station is an important
landmark", says Mr. Stevenson. "Everyone
cheers us on. We have a Facebook page
and are set up to receive e-transfers when
people want to donate. We have open
houses and volunteer Graeme Roy gives
live telegraph demonstrations.”

Peopleinterested in learning more about the
project can visit the Friends of GTR 1008
f acebook site
https://www.facebook.com/groups/64296
8769514458/ ; email:
friendsgtr1008@gmail.com; youtube:
@friendsofgrandtrunkrailway4898

David Graham, July 2025

Additional Information, May June 2025
Sentinel

Frank Mackey, GCHS member and author
of “Steamboat Connections’, was able to
answer my question about the photo of the
sidewheeler, Ontario, inthe last newsletter.
Thank you, Frank, for taking the time to
send us an email with the correct
information. “Steamboat Connections’ is
an excellent, scholarly book on the


https://www.facebook.com/groups/642968769514458/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/642968769514458/
mailto:friendsgtr1008@gmail.com;

steamboats that plied the waterways in the
early days.

Frank wrote: “The illustration of the
sidewheeler Ontario on page 3 of the
May-June issue of the Grenville Sentinel
newsletter is that of the earlier, U.S.-built
steamer of that name. It is not the Ontario,
built at Prescott and launched in 1839, that
ran the Long Sault rapids down to M ontreal
and was subsequently renamed Lord
Sydenham. Some information on that
steamboat can be found in *Steamboat
Connections’, published in 2000 by
McGill-Queen’'s University Press, pages
162-167.”

Edward & L.G. Smith of Prescott
Early Canadian Miners 1903 to 1920

Prescott has in the past produced some
interesting peoplein its early days. Perhaps
one of the most unusual would be in the
field of mining. Edward Smith would have
a very important mining career regarding
mining in North Burgess Township in
Lanark County. Today the Silver Queen
Minesituated in Murphy’ s Point Provincial
Park near Rideau Ferry would prove
prominent. L.G. Smith who isthought to be
Edward’s brother had a partnership in the
Smith O’Connor mine north of Kingston,
Ontario.

Mr. Edward Smith of Prescott, President of
the Dominion Improvement and

Development Company, has been carrying
on mining operations in North Burgess
Township, beginning in 1903 to 1913 and
re-assessed in1920. This mine known then
as Silver Queen Phosphate and MicaMine
wasidlefor seven yearsfrom 1913 to 1920.
The mine is in the east half of Lot 13,

Concession 5, Township of North Burgess,
and was first worked for micain 1903, but
some phosphate was probably shipped
before that year.

The mine was visited in February, 1920,
and was reached by driving 14 miles
southwest from Perth. Sixteen men were
employed, mostly in sorting the dumps. An
adit was being driven into the side of a
small hill near an open cut which is 50 feet
long and reputed to be 120 feet deep.
Power for drilling was being supplied by a
15 h.p. Waterous threshing boiler. A six-
drill Sullivan compressor and a 75 h.p.
locomotive-type boiler were on order, but
had not yet arrived at the mine. The
manager stated that in the spring three other
phosphate mines owned by the company in
North Burgess, would be opened, namely,
the Haggerty in Lot 3, Concession 5; the
Tully in Lot 9, Concession 5; and the Fairy
in Lot 9, Concession 7. Notwithstanding,
fairly heavy falls of snow, the company has
succeeded in operating a Linn tractor
between the mine and Perth during the
winter. This tractor carries six tons and by
using sleighs astrailers, asmuch as 17 tons
has been taken to Perth at atime. On iced
roads, it issaid, this tractor will draw three
sleighscarrying 5 tons each, whichwith the
load carried by the tractor make atotal load
of 21 tons.

On the former lot, work was done in two
pits which had previously been worked.
One pit is 35 feet deep, the other 35 feet
deep, and the other 50 feet deep, on parallel
veins about 100 feet apart. Hoisting from
each pit was done by horse and whim.
Instructions were given to have the loose
ground near the surface timbered. John
McGlade was foreman, employing a force



of 8 men. The mica taken out was cleaned
on the property.

The apatite was shipped to the International
Agricultural Corporation, BuffaloN.Y; and
to the Capelton Chemical Fertilizer
Company, Buckingham Junction, Quebec.

The Officers of the company were:
President, Edward Smith, Prescott, Ontario,
Managing Director, Frank E, Smith,

Box 26, Perth, Ontario.

Mr. Edward Smith of Prescott carried on
mining operations on Lot 9 in the seventh
concession, and on the east half of Lot 13
in the fifth concession of North Burgess
until the last year of operation.

L.G. Smith
Smith & O Connor Mine
Head Office: Godfrey, ON

Owners: W.J. O Connor of Lombardy and
L.G. Smith of Prescott

10 men were employed at the mine and 34
girls at the trimming shop

J.R. Norris was the manager.

No further records were kept of the mining
operation.

Compiled by Allen Steinburg, 2025 -
Mining Historian ©

M aitland Artifact

This past July 2025 the GCHS was able to
obtain a significant artifact in the village of
Maitland. Renovationsto oneof Maitland’s
older stone buildings has unearthed what
could be an original grindstone from
George Longley’s iconic tower. Through

the generous donation of the Taylor family,
who currently own the property, the
grindstone will be moved back to the base
of Longley’s tower. The space has been
graciously provided by Mr. Philip Ling,
who is the owner of the property and a
strong supporter of preserving Maitland’s
storied past.

When Longley’s wind powered grist mill
failled to perform consistently, he
abandoned the tower in favour of erecting
anew mill powered reliably by steam. The
grindstone had been moved from the tower
after the 1840's to be relocated at
Maitland’s only blacksmith shop. At the
village’'s “smithy” it was used as a form
for forging buggy tires.

Moving forward, it is the intention of the
GCHS to erect a plague next to the
grindstone as a tribute to Maitland’'s
industrious past.

Renewal of M ember ships

Annual Membership: $20.00

Life Membership: $200

You may etransfer funds to
gchs@truespeed.ca or make checks
payable to Grenville County Historical
Society Inc. and forward them to:

Lynne Chagnon
Membership Chair

GCHS

500 Railway Ave., Box 982
Prescott, ON
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