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Upcoming Events: 2  Annual Model Train & Toy Show April 12/25 at Leo Boivinnd

Community Centre, 444 Prince Street, Prescott.  It should be another good show and we will
have a booth there, so make sure you come and say hello to us.

Annual General Meeting 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on March 5 , 2025.  An earlier date of Feb. 12  hadth th

to be cancelled due to an impending storm. There will be a presentation by John Wilson on the 
copying of our slide collection to digital formats and he will show us some of the interesting
old photos in our collection.   

Introduction to Using Archives 

John Wilson, Jane Ramsay, Kaydence Chagnon, and Lynne Chagnon will be working with
Grade 10 students from South Grenville District High School on Feb. 26 .   In the presentation, th

“Introduction to Using Archives” the students will be given an artifact, have to identify it, and
write up information on it.  They will learn how to use the resources that are available in our
archives. 

Valerie Schultz July 18, 1943 - Jan. 16, 2025

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Valerie
Schulz, longtime volunteer at our archives.  Valerie
moved to Prescott  with her husband Peter in 1993,
becoming involved with our society almost immediately.
She has served as our president, secretary, office manager,
and collection’s manager, and tackled many other jobs as
well. She was very proud of her part in organizing the
House Tours and she received our Award of Merit in
2022. As well, she served in many other organizations in
Prescott. Val was able to go on a cruise this past fall, one
of her favourite things to do. We will miss her. Our
condolences to her partner, Bill Roberts. 
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Mrs. McFarlane’s Smoker Sundries, later Lane’s
Smoke Shop and Don Farmer’s Barber Shop.

Larmour Stephenson, who has sold Lane’s Smoke
Shop in Prescott after thirty years as owner and
operator, shows off the penny candy display at the
counter. Prescott Journal, June 4, 2003

Lane’s Smoke Shop

When smoking was an almost universal

habit in Canada, small retail “mom and

pop” shops could make a living selling

mostly tobacco products. Today Prescott

still has a store bearing the name Smoke

Shop, but it is a convenience store also

selling a wide range of food and non-food

items. The public health campaigns waged

against smoking over the last several

decades have resulted in the disappearance

of the once ubiquitous ‘smoke shop’ from

our neighbourhoods.

One such shop, Lane’s Smoke Shop, was at

one time an institution on Prescott’s King

Street. In 1939, Mrs. Myrtle Lane took over

a store known as McCarthy’s Cigar and

Tobacco Store. It dated from the latter

1800’s when Jack McCarthy specialized in

home-made cigars, which he and his staff

hand wrapped. Subsequent owners of the

shop were Eddie Philips and JimGafney.

Myrtle changed the name to Lane’s Smoke

Shop and, in addition to tobacco products,

she sold other items including her famous

hard candy called jaw breakers. She was

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George

Whitney, who had operated a fruit and

confectionary store across King Street from

Myrtle’s store, and were known for their

home-made candy. Mrytle made up the

candy in a stove on the store premises for

29 years.

W h e n  M yr t l e

retired and sold

the business, first

C. Galbraith (2

years) and then to

Pat Kingston and

his wife, Leara,

they continued

producing the

candy, available

i n  s e v e r a l

flavours, including peppermint, until the

insurance company forbade them from

using the store for baking the candy. They

switched the operations to their home

kitchen and continued selling the popular

candies. The Kingstons ran the business for

a few years until they sold it to Larmour

Stephenson who ran it until June 4, 2003
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when they sold it to Harold and Norma

Steinburg. 

After Pat died at the age of 98, the large

copper bowl and scales, used by Mrs. Lane

and the Kingstons to produce and package

the candy, were donated to the Prescott

Museum. A piece of Prescott’s history lives

on in these artifacts.

Fraser Laschinger, December 2024

THE PRESCOTT TRIBUNE

Recently the Society received a donation of

letters, photographs and other paraphenalia

such as old newspapers from the estate of a

man who had lived in Cardinal at the turn

of the last century. Amongst the items were

three copies of a newspaper called the

Prescott Tribune. What was interesting

about this newspaper was that it is not

among the newspapers listed by John

Morris in his “History of Prescott 1800-

2000”. In Chapter 7, in the section called

Strong Newspaper Tradition, Morris lists

ten weekly newspapers that have been

published at various times in Prescott

between circa 1816 (Grenville Gazette) to

2000, when his Prescott Journal was the

sole newspaper in town. While a Canadian

Tribune is on the list, the only two copies

the Society has are on micro-film and date

from the 1870’s. 

Morris also gives the name of The Packet,

which is not on the list but perhaps because

it only appeared for a few issues, published

by a Mr. Bell in 1847, who then moved to

Ottawa (then called Bytown) to found a

newspaper that became the Ottawa Citizen.

1847 also saw the arrival of S.B. Merrill,

who founded the Prescott Telegraph, a

reform newspaper. A number of

newspapers followed in the next fifty years,

as listed by Morris. One of them was the

Conservative Messenger (later changed to

Prescott Messenger), a voice for the

conservatives. It was founded in 1855 and

published by Charles J. Hynes until 1882

when H. W. Bennett took over. After the

turn of the century G.R.T. Sawle was

publisher. It survived into the 20  centuryth

and by 1914 was under an editor named

P.C.L. Emery. It is not known when it

ceased publishing.

The Prescott Journal first appeared in

March 13, 1890 and was published by

James Stoddart, who concurrently

published the Prescott Telegraph. He was

followed by George (Dud) Mason, who

initially carried on the two distinct

newspapers, the Precott Journal and the

Prescott Telegraph concurrently but

eventually dropped the latter paper (date

not known). In 1929 W.E. Crateau took

over the Prescott Journal and ran it until in

1958 when two men, Mr. Duck and Jack

Morris bought him out. After Mr. Duck’s

death in 1964, Morris became the sole

owner of the Prescott Journal. Jack Morris

was joined by his son John who became

editor and publisher of the Prescott Journal.

In 1964 Jack Morris became manager of the

company’s commercial printing business,

the St. Lawrence Printing Co. Ltd, which

had been owned by the Crateaus. 

The appearance of another weekly in

Prescott in the second decade of the 20th

century is an interesting find. The Prescott

Tribune was published by a Charles A.
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Styles and featured a lot of local and

international news, in contrast to the

Prescott Journal under Mason, which

focused on local news and a lot of

obituaries on its front page, which was a

form of providing information on local

figures and their contributions to the

community.

The Tribune would have provided a

broader scope of news to its readers than

the Prescott Journal during this period of

the first two to three decades of the 20th

century. Not knowing when the Tribune

disappeared makes it difficult to gauge its

impact on the history of  publishing news in

Prescott. 

Fraser Laschinger, November 2024.

Interesting Letter about Maynard,

Ontario

Sterling Spicer, a UEL descendant, was an

amateur historian who was born in

Maynard and became a doctor working in

Toronto for many years.  He wrote a letter

to Goldie Connell on April 16, 1973 when

he was 87 years, sharing some history he

remembered of the area.

“The Patrons of Industry hall originally

stood where the White Baptist Church

stood which was erected (I think) in 1899. 

As a 13 year old boy I helped shingle the

shed on the south west corner of the lot.”

And he provided another submission about

the village where he grew up. 

“A Bit of History of the Hamlet of

Maynard, Ont.

On the lot in the third concession of

Augusta where Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Connell

reside, at one time in the 1860 to 1880

decades there was a hall devoted to debates,

politics and public entertainment, known as

the Old Division Hall.  I do not know why

it was so named.  It had a large auditorium

with the necessary types of doors for Lodge

purposes and was occupied for years by a

Fraternity known as the Good Templars. 

This building had disappeared by the time

my father, Chcster A. Spicer, had his house

erected on the lot in 1890. 

I was born in 1886 and at that time on the

north east corner the James Simpson farm

stood a red painted building of about 30 by

60 feet, well known to all as the Patrons of

Industry Hall.  Almost directly across the

road from the Ebison Fretwell farm, now

belonging to Miss Susie Palmer.

On the ground floor the East half housed a

good sized well-attended grocery or

practically general store conducted by the

Patrons of Industry.  The west half of the

ground floor was a shed open on the south

side for the accommodation of Customers

horses, buggies, Democrat waggons or

(double buggies) and the old fashioned

Buck Boards.
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Guitar, Banjo and Mandolin
As they appeared before Her Majesty, 

The Queen at Buckingham Palace
                           Aggie, March 4, 1896

           W.H.P.

The whole second floor consisted of Lodge

Anterooms or dressing rooms and a large

auditorium used for lodge or fraternal

meetings.  This auditorium had a spacious

elevated platform or stage extending all

across the west end with the necessary

curtains for entertainment or theatrical

purposes.

Here they used to put on really outstanding

Minstrel shows and regular types of

entertainment provided by local talent and

by an organization known as “Select

Knights”, also by the “Sons of

Temperance”, and the Patrons of Industry

for Lodge or Secret Society meetings.

This was a very busy place socially for

several years.  I remember singing with the

black Minstrels and putting on an Act there

in 1891 when I was five years old.  Singing

an old song “I am Dick Derry the Cobbler”.

This hall was also used for a public ball

room and Euchre parties.  For dancing the

music was often provided by the old

Prescott Trilby Club, or Old time Fiddlers

like Mr. George Jackson.

Located on the east bank of Maynard Creek

on the north side of the Third Concession

road, there was a large white rough cast

building known as the Tannery, for tanning

hides, etc. and thus making leather and shoe

making.  It was constructed  of material

called grout.  As time went on tanning was

discontinued. Also the shoemaking and the

whole ground floor became a blacksmith

shop run by a clever mechanic by the name

of Mr. Jim Boyd.  The whole upper story

became a residence, occupied by Jim and

his wife Mattie.

This old building collapsed and disappeared

about the year 1898.  I found the west end

wall submerged in the creek in 1922, lying

flat like a cement floor.

Be assured there was plenty of

entertainment in those days for the whole

Neighbourhood.  Away back then, crowds

came by sleigh loads in the winter time and

by stage coach and double buggy

(Democrat waggon) loads during warm

weather.  The Patrons of Industry were a

sort of “Farmers Institute” or Grange.  

Across from Estella Row’s home there used

to be a residence known as the Hill family

home.  Only the basement remained about

1880.  At that time the basement  was used

for cock fighting which was popular in

those days.

On the Row farm down in the valley about

a quarter of a mile south of the Row

residence there used to be a bridge and a

nice old log house, occupied by Mr. and

Mrs. Levi McLean and their family, I think

Neil, William and Ezra.
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I understand the house where Mr. and Mrs.

J. Harrison reside was erected and occupied

by the White family, the original owners of
the tannery.  Mr. Charlie White, a Prescott
barber was born there.  He was one of the
Trio drowned in what is known as the
“Cellar” of the Galloup Rapids of the St.
Lawrence river.  Three men attempted to
shoot the rapids in a Yacht.  Boat and all were
sucked down into the “Cellar’.  The three
drowned men floated to the surface and were
found about ten days later, after which they
were buried in a triple funeral ceremony in
Maynard Cemetery.  The yacht was never
seen again.  It disappeared in the “Cellar”
forever.  The victims were White, Lane and .
. . 
Sterling Spicer ” 

Editor’s note: In The Saturday Globe, this
accident was reported on August 17, 1901.
The three men who drowned on August 15,
1901 were Ezra W. Lane, James Whitney, and
Charles White.  The name of the rapids was
spelled several different ways in the early
days, Galloup Rapids by Spicer, Galoup by
the newspaper, and often as Galop, Galops,
and sometimes Gallops. The St. Lawrence
Seaway website presently lists it as Galop
Rapids.

Condolences

Ron Harvie Apr. 17, 1943 - Jan.14, 2025
We were saddened to learn of the passing of
life member, Ron Harvie PhD., who passed
away on Jan. 14, 2025.  He leaves his partner
of thirty years, Doug Bagguley, his brother
John, and niece Karen.  Ron was involved in
many activities in Prescott and will be
missed.

Retirement

Gini Leonard joined our society in 2008, and
filled many positions on our executive,
membership chair, researcher, president, and
helped with all society activities over the
years, manning booths, wearing costumes for
special events, and working at our House
Tours and Doors Open events.  Gini has
decided to retire from the society due to some
health problems and she will  leave a big hole
in our group. I’m sure Gini will be busy
working on her own genealogy in the days to
come.

Renewal of Memberships 

Thanks to those who have renewed their

memberships for 2025.  We do appreciate

your support. If you have not looked after

this,  please take care of it soon, as this

will be the last issue of the newsletter you

will receive if you have not renewed. We

accept checks and etransfers. Make sure

you specify the money is for membership. 

We publish six newsletters a year and your

membership entitles you to research at the

archives for half-price

Annual Membership: $20.00
Life Membership: $200

Y o u  m a y  e t r a n s f e r  f u n d s  t o
gchs@truespeed.ca or make checks payable
to Grenville County Historical Society Inc.
and forward them to: 

Lynne Chagnon, 
Membership Chair,
GCHS,
500 Railway Ave., Box 982 Prescott,
ON
K0E 1T0

Editor: Bonnie Gaylord
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